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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
Claim amendments and status: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A memory controller for accessing a memory having a 
plurality of blocks each constituted of a plurality of pages based on a host address supplied fix)m a 
host computer, comprising: 

search means for searching, based on start page data written in a redundant area of a 
block including a target page designated bv the host address, a number of a start page of the 
block where the start page indicates a page, a preceding page thereof not being a free page and 
all following pages among the pages i^icluded in the corresponding block being free pages; 

decision means responsive to a request to write user data issued by the host computer for 
deteiixiining whether progressive data writing for writing user data to a ftc target page designated by 
the host address is possible; and 

write means responsive to an affirmative determination by die decision means for writing 
user data to the target page without perforating an inter-block data.transfer, 

wherein the decision means makes the deciHinn t hat progressive data writing is possible if 
the number of the target page is equal to or greater than that of the start page, dotormination bas e d 
on Ptcut pQgo data wbioh wag i » TOtton to a redundant ar e a r«a^ 

wh e rein start pag e data io -¥ «itt e n in redundant oroao of all pag e s of a physical block in 
which data is writable by porfonaiing a s e ri e o of data write op e rotionc, onabling detmnination of 
whothgr data has beon written in r e dundant oreao of all pageis or only in a part thcareof, in reoponrso to 
abnomial interruption. 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Currently Amended) The memory controller as claimed in claim 1 ^feftm-a, 
wherein the write means writes at least a part of new free page information resulting from writing 
user data to at least one page included in the block which includes the target page, 

4. -16. (Canceled) 

1 7. (Cuireutly Amended) A flash memory system comprising a flash memory having a 
plurality of blocks each constituted of a plurality of pages and a memory controller for accessing the 
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flash memory based on a host address supplied from a host computer, the memory controller 
comprising! 

search means for searching, based on start page data written in a redmidant area of a 
block including a target pppfft Hf>Qi<mated by the host address, a ni miber of a start page of the 
block where the start page indicates a page, a preceding page thereof not being a free page and 
all following pages among the pages included in the corresponding block being free pages: 

decision means responsive to a request to write user data issued by the host computer for 
determining whether progressive data writing for writing user data to a 4e target page designated by 
the host address is possible; and 

write means responsive to an affimtative determination by the decision means for writing 
user data to the target page without perfomung an inter-block data transfer, 

wherein the decision means makes the decisioa that progressive data writing is possible if 
the number of the target page is equal to or greater than that of the start page> dete nnination bocod 
on fltart page data which was ^Mitt e n to - o redundant ar e a; and 

wh e r e in start pag e data is witt e a in redundant ar e a^ of all pag e o of a phyflical block in 
which data is HTitabl e by performing a s e ri e s of data wht o op e mtioas, e nabling dotorniinatiOH -ef 
vdiether data hoa b e en written in rodundcffrt - ar e as of all pag e s or only in q part thereof, in r e spons e to 
abnormal int e rruption. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) The flash memory system as claimed in claim 17, wherein 
the write means writes new start page data to a redundant area resulting from writing user data to 
at least one page included in the block which includes the target page, e ach bloclc hoii a user are a 
and a redundant oroa in which fr ee pag e information for tho corresponding block is otorod. 

19. (Canceled) 

20. (Currently Amended) A raetliod for controlling a flash memory, comprising: 
search means for searching, based on start page data written in a redundant area of a 

block including a target page designated bv the host address, a number of a start page of the 
block where the start page indicates a page, a preceding page thereof not being a free page and 
all following pages among the pages included in the corresponding block being free pages: 
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a deteimining step conducted in response to a request to write user data issued by a host 
computer of determining whether progressive data writing for writing user data to a flic target page 
designated by the host address is possible; mi 

a writing step conducted in response to an affiunatiye determination in the determining step 
of writiDg user data to the tai^get page without perfomiing an inter-block data transfer; 

wherein the determining step determines that progressive data writing is possible if the 
number of the target page is caual to or preatftr tha n that of the start page. 

w^her e in th e decision moans motcoo tho dot e rmination bas e d on Dtort page data which was 
WTitton to a redundant ar e a; and 

whoroin otart - pag e data is written in r e dundant - ar e a s of all pag e s of a physical block in 
which data io WTitabl e <)y p e rfomiing a series of datft - write operation s , e nabling dotoniiiiialiuu of 
w^hothor data hoc beon written in r e dundant ar e as of oil pagos or only in a part thoroofg in rooponGo to 
obnomaai int e miplion: 
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